
CounterSpy vs. 
The Rest

CounterSpy MS Antispyware 
Beta

Spy Subtract 
Pro 2.61

Alluria 
Spyware 

Eliminator 
3.5.4

Webroot 
SpySweeper 

3.5

SPYBOT 
S&D 1.3

McAfee Virus 
Scan 9

McAfee Anti- 
Spyware 1

Norton AV 
10

ADAWARE 
1.05

Can scan automatically 
on windows startup No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes

Built in scan 
scheduling Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No

Can automatically 
detect and download 
updates

Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes No

Scans memory and 
running processes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Scans removable 
media Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes

Scans windows 
registry Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Indicates spyware type Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Indicates spyware 
severity Yes Yes No Yes Yes No No No No Yes

Displays descriptions 
of found spyware Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No No

Provides online 
database of spyware Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes No

Removes spyware Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes

Removes keyloggers Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Removes trojan horses Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Removes browser 
hijackers Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes

Removes tracking 
cookies Yes No Yes No Yes Yes No Yes No Yes

Can recover removed 
software Yes** Yes** Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Logs activity and 
removal Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Realtime blocking 
capability Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes*

Block registry 
modification Yes Yes No No Yes Yes No No No Yes*

Block activex 
downloads Yes Yes No Yes No Yes No No No No

Block browser helper 
objects (BHO) Yes Yes No No No No No No No No

Block home page 
hijacking Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No No No Yes*

Realtime detection of 
spyware installation 
attempts

Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes*

Blocks tracking 
cookies No No No No Yes No No No No Yes

Block transmission of 
personal information No No No No No No Yes*** No No No

NOTES

Jan 2005Comparisons based on best information available. Subject to change. All products mentioned are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective companies.

*Not available in free version

**can recover quarantined, but not deleted items

***with Privacy Service installed

Additional features may be available that are not listed in this comparison.


